
Summer Reading 
2018-2019 

 

English IV Academic (Mrs. Millet)    millet.greer@stcharlescatholic.org  
 

Murder in the Cathedral by T. S. Eliot  
 
Students will have an objective test during the first two weeks of school.  A hard copy of the play should be brought to 
class the first full day of school.  Each student must possess his or her own copy; none will be shared.     
 
English IV Honors (Mrs. Lohfink)   lohfink.melanie@stcharlescatholic.org 
 

Students should perform annotations on all books that are read in class.  Analysis notecards (students learned how to compose these 
in English III) will be due during the first week of school so students may want to work on the notecard over the summer.  

	
The Thirteenth Tale – Diane Setterfield (2013)  FICTION 
 
Short answer/essay tests on The Thirteenth Tale will be given during the 1st full week of school. 
 
English IV/V AP (Mrs. Lohfink)   lohfink.melanie@stcharlescatholic.org 
 

Turnitin.com Class Enrollment Information: 
 

CLASS ID: 17875303 
Enrollment Key: REDROOM 

 

READING ASSIGNMENTS:  
 

(A) How to Read Novels Like a Professor: A Jaunty Exploration of the World’s Favorite Literary Form – Thomas C. Foster   
(2008) 
This easy-to-read reference book will assist students in breaking down complex texts and will instruct them how to read  
“between the lines.”  Students are expected to annotate this text as it will be used as a reference throughout the school year.  

 

(B)         One novel selected from 
 

Jane Eyre – Charlotte Bronte  (1847) 
Part of the bildungsroman genre, follows the emotions and experiences of eponymous character, including her  
growth to adulthood, and her love for Mr. Rochester, the byronic master of Thornfield Hall.  

 

Never Let Me Go – Kazuo Ishiguro (2005) 
Young Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy were students at Hailsham, an exclusive boarding school secluded in the English  
countryside and a place of mercurial cliques and mysterious rules. Years later, Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy are young  
adults, looking back at their shared past and realizing just what it is that makes them special—and how that gift will  
shape the rest of their time together.  

                    

Brave New World – Aldous Huxley (1931) 
Dystopian novel set in London of AD 2540 (632 A.F.—"After Ford"—in the book), anticipates developments in  
reproductive technology, sleep-learning, psychological manipulation, and classical conditioning that combine to  
profoundly change society. 

 

Atonement – Ian McEwan (2001) 
British family saga about understanding and responding to the need for atonement. Set in three time periods of  
pre/present/post-World War II England/France and covers a young upper-class girl's half-innocent mistake that  
ruins lives, and her adulthood in its shadow, which leads her into a reflection on the nature of writing. 

 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

(A)  SUMMER READING ANALYSIS ASSIGNMENT  
                       (SUBMITTED TO TURNITIN.COM BY 1PM ON AUGUST 1, 2018) 
 

(B) NOTECARD ON SUMMER READING NOVEL CHOICE (DUE ON FIRST FULL DAY OF CLASS) 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMER READING ANALYSIS ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION 
AP ENGLISH LIT - LOHFINK 2018 
 

- Students will read the Foster text and apply his ideas to their reading of their novel choice.  There are ten questions/reflections to 
complete.  

(You will note that not every chapter in the Foster text is covered in the reflections—not because the ideas are less  
important, but because there is only so much you can do over the summer.)  

Once students have completed all ten questions/reflections, they need to submit their document to Turnitin.com as a Word Document 
or PDF file.  
 

- Next, complete your Major Works Notecard. This notecard is due on the first full day of school. Failure to use the right notecard 
size will result in point deduction. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Questions/Reflections: 
 

 1. Read Chapter One of How to Read Novels Like a Professor.  
- Read the first, say, 50 pages of your novel choice and reflect.  
- Reflection: What do you expect from this novel? What does this novel expect of you? Use terms from Foster’s book in addition to      
  quoted words and phrases from your novel choice.  
 

2. Read Chapter Two of How to Read Novels Like a Professor. 
- Reflection: What are the highlights of the imaginary space the author has created? How is that space different from the space you  
  occupy in the River Parishes? Meaning, what biases in your knowledge of how the world works do you have to eliminate when in  
  the created space of the novel, and under what set of “rules” does the created space operate?  
 

 3. Read Chapter Three of How to Read Novels Like a Professor, paying particular attention to the list of points of view.  
¬ Read the next, say, 50 pages of your novel choice and reflect.  
¬ Reflection: From what point of view is this novel told?  Why does it matter?  Does the point of view shift at all?  If so, what is the  
    impact of the shift?  In the last paragraph of the chapter, Foster offers a series of  questions. Address them, thinking about the  
    novel.  
 

 4.Read Chapter Nine of How to Read Novels Like a Professor.  
- Read the next 50 pages of your novel choice and reflect. 
¬ Reflection: Foster suggests that the universal is found in the singular.  What universal statements about the human condition does  
    the author seem to be making through the specific events of this novel?  What do you find yourself thinking about, in terms of how  
    people behave or operate, or what people believe or feel, while you read?  
 

 5. Read Chapter Ten of How to Read Novels Like a Professor. 
-   Reflection: What emblems, or objects, are closely associated with major characters in the novel? Pinpoint a specific instance when  
    the author uses the emblem to develop a character— to add a layer or to complicate or to make more rounded—and consider how  
    that development impacts the meaning of the work as a whole.  
 

 6. Read Chapter Fourteen of How to Read Novels Like a Professor.  
-   Reflection: Think about two or three of the central characters of the novel. What do they want?  Is their desire attached to an  
    emblem? In what ways do their motives create conflict?  
 

 7. Read Chapter Sixteen and the Interlude of How to Read Novels Like a Professor. 
¬ Finish reading the novel. 
¬ Reflection: What does Foster mean when he says that “there is only One Story” (225)?  What are the implications of Foster’s  
    meaning on what it means to be a good reader?  Where have you seen the particular story of your novel before?  What associative  
    connections and meanings, stemming from other texts you have read, do you bring to an interpretation of the story?  
 

 8. Read Chapters Seventeen and Eighteen of How to Read Novels Like a Professor, and then…  
¬ Reflection: Describe your journey in reading this novel. To what degree did you “connect” with the novel?  If there was intimacy,  
   was it your doing or the doing of the text?  If there was distance, was it your doing or the doing of the text?  That there is a  
   significant idea in the text is a given; but how was the story?  Was it satisfying?  Why or why not?  What about the idea of the  
   novel?  What makes it so important that many critics find this novel to be so important?  Be as specific as you can be in your  
   responses.  Go back through the book and search for specific details that illustrate your point.  
 

 9. Read Chapter Twenty-one of How to Read Novels Like a Professor, and then…  
¬ Reflection: What are the historical and social struggles of this novel?  That is, in what ways does the novel capture the author’s   
    historical and social moment?  Explain your thinking with more than a superficial, anecdotal response.  
 

10. Read Chapter Twenty-two and the Conclusion of How to Read Novels Like a  



    Professor, and then… 
 ¬ Reflection: To what degree do you own the novel you read? Again, explain your thinking with more than a superficial, anecdotal  
     response.  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

AP English Lit & Comp Summer Assignment FAQs:  
 

When is this due?   You may submit your completed assignment to the AP English Lit 2018 Turnitin.com classroom under the 
Summer Assignment title. This is due on August 1, 2018, by 1PM.  Your major work notecards are due on the first day of school in 
the fall by 7:30am.  
 

Is there ever going to be a test or anything like that over the novel? 
 In the first few weeks of classes, you will write an essay using your novel choice as evidence, so you will want to be familiar with it. 
If you read it early in the summer, use your notecard info as a study guide to remind yourself of the major concerns of the text prior 
to the beginning of the school year.  
 

What if I don’t understand all the references Foster makes in his book?  
Don’t let yourself get bogged down by Foster’s sometimes lengthy discussions of novels you have not read. While you have read 
some of the ones he mentions, we have definitely not read them all. Like novelists, Foster uses individual instances to make general 
claims. You want to focus on the general claims, and if you recognize the individual instances, so much the better.  
 

What if I don’t understand everything in the novel?  
Make your best deductions and put in your best effort, always having examples. I would rather you rely on your own interpretations, 
than have you rely on information found on the Internet. 
 

How long should these reflections be?  
Ultimately, they have to be long enough to answer the questions.  I am not looking for a set number of words so much as for a record 
of legitimate thinking about the ideas of Foster’s book and an enriching experience of having read a novel perhaps differently than 
you’ve read a novel before—thinking about the experience of reading in a “novel” way. Try to read the novel through “suspicious” 
eyes; think and read like a writer. 
 

What is the format? 
As usual, you must use Courier New, 10pt and must have spacing between the questions/reflections and have the sections labeled. 
You must use the proper heading. Please single space your reflections, but doublespace between different reflections. 
 


